
Are you  
ready to roll?

Here’s your rubbish  
and recycling guide 

18-PRO
-0446



 To reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill.

 To reduce the risk of environmental damage and  
to protect public health.

10% recycling

10% garden waste

35%  
other 
waste

45%  
food 

waste

65%
of our waste  

can be used again

The tips in this guide will help you reduce the amount of waste in  
your rubbish bin – it’s much easier than you might have thought.

Find out more at  
makethemostofwaste.co.nz 

Why are we changing to bins?



What do you do on your 
collection day?

 Place your bin on the kerbside by 7am on your  
collection day.

 Make sure your bin is not too full and can close.

 Wrap any broken glass or sharp objects well before putting 
them in the rubbish.

For information about lost or damaged bins please visit  
makethemostofwaste.co.nz or call 09 301 0101.

hot ashes medical waste garden waste hazardous materials

recyclables  
including paper  
and cardboard  

timber and  
building materials 

concrete and  
bricks 

petrol, oil and  
gas bottles

What not to put in your rubbish bin:

No thanks



For a full list of what can and can’t go in your recycling 
collection visit makethemostofwaste.co.nz

polystyrene including 
meat trays or  
plastic wrap, toys 
and furniture 

Pyrex®, ceramics, 
lightbulbs, mirrors 
and window glass

electronics and 
electrical items,  
metal appliances 

hazardous waste, 
paints, chemical 
and medical waste

nappies, tissues,  
sanitary products 
or pet waste 

food, garden waste, 
soil and rocks

clothing, textiles 
and shoes 

plastic bags  
(full or empty)

paper, cardboard, 
newspapers and 
magazines

aluminium cans 
and empty aerosols 

milk and juice  
cartons e.g. Tetra 
Pak® cartons

glass bottles  
and jars

plastic bottles 
and containers

steel and tin cans

Recycle all bottles and containers from  
the kitchen, bathroom and laundry.Recycling

No thanks

Wash and 
squash all  
containers

Leave lids on  
all bottles and 

containers

Containers  
no larger  
than 4L

Must be able  
to close your 

bin lid.

Yes please



Tips to reduce how much 
waste you produce 

You can send less to landfill by thinking carefully about 
what you bring into your home. 

 Shop with a list, making sure you only buy as much food as 
you need. Store food in the fridge or freezer to make it last 
longer, and make sure you use your leftovers. You’ll save 
money too. 

 Avoid disposable items like single-use plastic bags,  
plastic cups and cutlery, nappies and razors. 

 Be waste-savvy when you shop. Avoid items with excess 
packaging, such as fruit and vegetables on polystyrene 
trays, and items in packaging that can’t be recycled. 

Visit lovefoodhatewaste.co.nz for great ideas for  
reducing your food waste. Visit the nappylady.co.nz  
to learn more about waste-free living. 



Do you still have waste and 
need to find a home for it?

Ideas for food waste

Have you thought about a worm  
farm or compost bin? It is a great  
way to keep the goodness in your garden.

Visit compostcollective.org.nz  
to find out more.

Ideas for garden waste

 Use your garden waste to build healthy compost.

 Mulch your lawn clippings and garden waste.

 Sign up to a green waste collection company.

 If you have any extra rubbish, large  
household waste or garden waste visit  
one of Auckland’s 22 transfer stations. 

Visit aucklandcouncil.govt.nz  
to find out more.

Do the right thing. Put your rubbish in the right place 
to keep your community beautiful. Dumping your 
waste on the street or in parks is not OK. 



Please don’t put large household items in your recycling  
or rubbish collection. 

You can:

 recycle, repair, donate, gift or exchange items

 drop them off at a transfer station during opening hours 
(charges may apply)

 contact the manufacturer to see if they will  
take the product back for recycling

 put items out in your annual  
inorganic collection.

To book in your inorganic collection go to  
makethemostofwaste.co.nz/inorganic-collection

Big items don’t belong in rubbish

and someone  
for everything!

In Auckland, there’s 

something for 

everyone...



Let’s work together to reduce the amount  
of waste in our communities. 

Learn how you can play your part  
and make a real difference by wasting less. 

Go to makethemostofwaste.co.nz

Working 

towards zero 

waste by 2040


